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Dear
Lo ca l  Home  owner ,
Thank  you for r e q u e s t i n g  ou r  6  s t e p s  to  c lear ing  o u t  your gu t te r s .  
Here a t  Java  Cleaning  Services, w e  love t h o s e  g u t t e r  jobs  you ha te!

In o u r  g u i d e  w e  will s h a r e  wi th  you 6  s t e p s  t o  clear  o u t  your gu t te r s .

As professionals  a n d  exper ts  in ou r  t rade ,  w e  love n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  h e l p i ng  ou r  local 
re s i den t s  of Leices tershi re  to  c lear  o u t  a n d  r e m ove  any poten t i a l  p r o b l e m s  f rom the i r  
gu t te r ;  even m o r e  so  du r i n g  lock d o w n  w h e n  p e o p l e  can’t  always c o m e  a n d  d o  t h e  
work  for you.

In this  s imple  g u i d e ,  we’ll  t e a c h  y o u  h o w  to  d o  it safely  with  s o m e  
s imple  too l s  to  avoid  yo u  c a u s i n g  any  difficul ties  a n d  any  d a m a g e
to  your  g u t te r s  in t h e  future.  And  clearly, w e  c a n  b e  o n  h a n d  a n y t im e  
to  h e lp  yo u  d o  t h o s e  g ut ter  jobs  yo u  hate  and  we’re  m o r e  th a n  h a p py
to  t a ke  a  look  for yo u  w h e n  w e  can.  You  c a n  e v e n  s e n d  u s  your  
pictures .

J a m e s  F e a ke s

                             www. javacleaningservices .co.uk 
                                    0116 366 9952



1- GETT ING  YOUR  HOME
P R E PA R E D
Gutters  t h a t  a re  c l o g g e d  wi th  leaves  a n d  debr i s  c a n  c a u s e  lots  of p rob l ems .  By ke e p i n g
t h e m  clear, you’re he l p i ng  to  p r o te c t  your windows ,  doors ,  s ides  of t h e  h o u s e  a n d  also 
t h e  founda t i ons  f rom wa te r  d a m a g e .  If you h a p p e n  to  have  a  b a s e m e n t ,  you’ll a lso b e  
he l p i ng  p reven t  floodi ng  d o w n  t h e r e  too.  

Whilst  you may want  to  use a  profess ional  to  clean  your gutters,  i t  may not  be possible
or  you might  jus t  want to  save a  bi t  of money.

It’s  qui te  easy to  get  your home prepared  for  clear ing  out  your gutters.  All  you need do 
is  make sure there are  no obstacles  in  the  way of  where you will  be,  as  you move
round your  home with the ladder .

Do a visual  check of your  gut ters  and downpipes from ground level  for  any obvious
damage so you have a better  idea of  what  may or  may not  need f ixing.  I t ’s  qui te
common for  joints  between the gutters  to  pop out .  I t ’s  not iceable  by the  join clip  that
goes  over the top of  where two gutter  sect ions  join.  If  that  is  the case,  jus t  push i t  back
into place  unt il  you feel  i t  cl ick over  the  r im.  If  i t  doesn’t  c lip  back into place,  then you
may need a  new one.  While  you are there,  i t  would be a  good idea  to  check the rubber  
seal  hasn’t  perished too.  Check your  down pipe joints  haven’t  come apart  or  misal igned 
and that  the  bot tom of  the pipe is  correct ly  going into  your drain.  If  your down pipe is  
going into a  grate,  also make sure the grate  is  c lear .  This  will  prevent  puddles of  water  
at  ground level .  
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2- S A F E T Y
Pl eas e  m a k e  s u re  you only tackle  your g u t t e r s  if you a re  c o n fi d e n t  to  d o  so, o the r wi s e
you s hou l d  call in t h e  profess iona ls  w h o  wou l d  m a k e  quick  a n d  easy work  of it a n d  
w h o  a re  i nsu red  to  d o  so. Acc idents  c a n  so  easily h a p p e n  w h e n  t h e r e  is a  lack of 
exper ience .

Before you g e t  s ta r ted ,  you n e e d  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  you have  a  s turdy l adder  a n d  s o m e o n e  
to  ho l d  t h e  b o t t o m  of it for you. It wou l d  b e  wise  to  u s e  a  l adder  stand-off  so  a s  n o t  to  
p u t  unnece ss a r y  p re ss u re  o n  your gu t te r s ,  b u t  m o r e  impor tant ly,  it will h e l p  you to  n o t  
over r ea c h  w h e n  you a re  c lear ing  o u t  your gu t te r s .  You c a n  even  buy  stand-off s for t h e  
externa l  co rner  of p roper t i es  too,  w h i ch  c o m e  in very h a n d y  for s o m e  h a r d  to  r ea c h  
areas .  These  a re  available a t  any g o o d  DIY s to re  or  online .

It wou l d  b e  advisable  to  w ea r  a  l ong  s l eeved shir t  a n d  ha rd-wea r i ng  workwear  as  th is  
job c a n  b e  very dirty a n d  smelly! Also, a s  you a re  e d g i n g  your way d o w n  t h e  gu t te r s ,  if 
o n e  h a s  b e c o m e  c h i p p e d  or  b roken ,  t h e  e d g e  c a n  b e  qu i te  sha rp ,  so  it wou l d  b e  a  wise 
m o ve  to  cover  your skin.

You m u s t  n o t  fo rge t  t h a t  you a r e  c lear ing  o u t  a  mix tu re  of mate r i a l s  
inc lud ing  b i rd  faeces ,  w h i c h  you really don’ t  w a n t  t o  sp l a sh  o n  your sk in 
a n d  defini te ly  n o t  in your  eyes,  so  eye  pro tecti on  is a  m u s t .

www. javacleaningservices .co.uk
0116 366 9952



3- C L E A N  AND  C L E A R  
Taking a n  e m p t y  b u c ke t  u p  t h e  ladder ,  work  your way a r o u n d  t h e  gu t te r s ,  s coop i n g  
o u t  a s  m u c h  of t h e  debr i s  a s  poss ible  wi th  e i the r  gloved  h a n d s  or a  na r row g a r d e n  
t rowel  (with  gloves o n  too). You c a n  buy  g u t t e r  scoops  wh i ch  a re  especially d e s i g n e d  
for t h e  job, b u t  to  b e  ho nes t ,  a  g a r d e n  t rowel  will d o  jus t  a s  g o o d  a  job. Do NOT over-
reach a t  any point .  Wh en  you fi n d  t h a t  you a re  s ta r t i ng  to  g e t  to  t h a t  point ,  you will
n e e d  to  m ov e  t h e  ladder .  If t h e r e  is n o  o t h e r  way b u t  to  over reach  to  clear  o u t  any area ,
you will n e e d  to  call o u t  t h e  pro’s, w h o  a re  t ra i ned  to  ove rco m e  t h e s e  p rob l ems ,  wi th  
the i r  exper i ence  a n d  specia l i sed e q u i p m e n t .

If you k n ow  your  d o w n  p i pes  a re  blocked ,  t h e n  t h e r e  a re  a  coup l e  of ways to  c lear  
t he se .  Normally a n d  m o s t  c o m m o n l y ,  t h e  b lock will b e  jus t  be l ow  t h e  entry,  n ea r  t h e  
b e n d  in t h e  d o w n  pipe .  If you c a n  safely g e t  your h a n d  in, you’ll b e  ab l e  to  pull  t h e  p l u g  
out… Job  d on e !

If no t ,  you c a n  t a ke  t h e  g u t t e r  s w a n  n e c k  ( the  b e n d i n g  p a r t  of t h e  d o w n  pipe)  off. Clear 
it o u t  a n d  rep lace .  These  normally jus t  fi t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h ou t  any fixings.  Only d o  this, if 
you c a n  d o  so  safely.

There  a re  d ra in  a u g e r s  o n  t h e  m a r k e t  wh i ch  a re  basically long,  s t ro ng  a n d  flexible rods
wi th  a  co rkscrew o n  t h e  e n d .  From t h e  t o p  of t h e  dow np i p e ,  p u s h  th is  d o w n  t h e  pipe .  
Whe n  you r ea c h  t h e  b lockage ,  twis t  t h e  rod  so  it sc rews  a n d  e m b e d s  itself into  t h e  
b lockage .  You shou l d  t h e n  pull  th is  ou t .  However, p l eas e  b a r e  in m i n d  it is very easy  to  
p u s h  t h e  b l ock age  fur ther  d o w n  t h e  pipe ,  c o n d e n s i n g  t h e  block  a n d  jus t  m a k i n g  it 
worse .  If th is  h a p p e n s ,  t h e n  t h e  d o w n  p i pe  wou l d  n e e d  to  b e  t a ke n  off a n d  c l ea n e d  
out .  The  o t h e r  way, wh i ch  I wou l d  only r e c o m m e n d  if t h e  exit of t h e  d o w n  p i pe  c a n  b e  
red i rec ted  o u t  of t h e  d r a i n a g e  sys tem,  is to  p u t  your  h o s e  in t h e  t o p  of t h e  d o w n  p i p e  
a n d  w a s h  every th ing th r ou gh .  If you d o  this  a n d  t h e  t r a p p e d  soil, p l an t s  a n d  silt g o e s  
in to  t h e  d r a i n a g e  sys tem,  you m a y  c a u s e  yourself o t h e r  u n w a n t e d  b l ocka ges  wi th in  
t h e  sys tem.

Again,  I woul d  say  that  you  sh ould  only  d o  this  if you  c a n  d o  s o  safely.
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4 -TOO L S
If you a re  a t t e m p t i n g  to  clear  a n d  c l ean  your gu t te r s ,  t h e r e  a re  a  n u m b e r  of tools  t h a t
m a y  m a k e  t h e  job easier.  Here they  a re  below-

A s turdy l adder  a n d  s o m e o n e  w h o  c a n  safely ho l d  t h e  l a dder  a t  t h e  b o t to m .

As already m e n t i o n e d ,  I wou l d  r e c o m m e n d  us i n g  a  stand-off  o n  your ladder .

You c a n  u s e  a  g a r d e n  t rowel  or  p u r c h a s e  a  g u t t e r  s co op  w h i ch  a re  plas t ic  or  d o n  s o m e  
r u b b e r  gloves a n d  s co op  o u t  t h e  m u c k  wi th  your ha nd s .  (Do wea r  your gloves if u s i ng  a  
s co op  too)

It would  b e  advisable  to  wea r  l on g  s l eeved  shirts  a n d  hard  wear in g  workwear  a n d  
eye  protec t ion  is a  must .

Ladder  stand-off

Gutter  s c o o p

Auger
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5-  MAINTENANCE
Mainta in ing  your g u t t e r s  is a  relatively easy job to  do,  a lbe i t  m u c ky  a t  t imes .  But  like 
every thing,  it’s easy if you k n o w  how.  The  eas i es t  of jobs  a lso c o m e  wi th  a n  e l e m e n t  of 
cau t i on  a n d  th is  o n e  is n o  except ion .  You will b e  c lea r ing o u t  smelly mate r i a l  a n d  
general ly a t  he i gh t .

It is r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  your g u t t e r s  a re  c l ea red  o u t  a t  leas t  every year a n d  m o r e  o f ten  
if requ i red .  If your h o m e  is n ea r  t rees ,  t h e n  it m a y  b e  p r u d e n t  to  have  t h e m  c l ea red  in 
a u t u m n  a n d  t h e n  in t h e  spring. Leaves will d r o p  in to  your gu t t e r s  in t h e  a u t u m n  a n d  t h e
s to r m s  du r i n g  t h e  winter m o n t h s  will w a s h  your roof, p u s h i n g  t h e  m o s s  a n d  debr i s  in to  
your gu t te r s .

This in t u r n  will pay  you d ividends  in e l imina t ing  po ten t i a l  costly repa i rs  d u e  to  u n s e e n
wa te r  d a m a g e ,  inc lud ing  b u t  n o t  l imi ted  to, Roof Leaks, Nes t ing  Pes ts ,  D a m p  a n d  
D a m a g e  to  your founda t ions .

Let’s face  it. Who g o e s  ou t s i d e  w h e n  it’s ra in ing  to  c h e c k  if the i r  g u t t e r s  
a re  failing? Do you?
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6-  S i t  ba ck ,  re lax  an d  
s p en d  your  ti me  do i n g  
t he  t h i n g s  you  love!
Once  you have  successfully c l ea red  o u t  your g u t t e r s  a n d  m a d e  su re  your d ow n p i p e s
a re  f ree  f rom blockages ,  you c a n  sit b a c k  a n d  relax in t h e  k n ow l e d g e  t h a t  w h e n  it 
rains, t h e  wa te r  will flow f reely to  you drains ,  w h e r e  it is i n t e n d e d  to  go….
For any advice,  t ips  or  if you wou l d  like u s  to  c lear  o u t  your g u t t e r s  for you, t h e n  w e  
wou l d  love to  h e a r  f rom you. We love c lear ing  g u t te r s  o u t  a n d  w e  c a n  even  c l ean  your
soffits  a n d  fascias too  if you wish.

To fi n d  o u t  m o r e  just  call u s  o n  0116 366  9952 visit ou r  Website ,  Facebook
or Google  Pa g e ,  wh i ch  h a s  s o m e  really n ice  words  a b o u t  u s  f rom s o m e  of
our  customers…

Meet  Our Java Family
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“Had Java Cleaning Services to  c l ean  o u t  gu t te r ing .  On o n e  
s ide  of m y  proper ty  t h e  g u t t e r  wa s  overflowing d u e  to  d o w n  
p i pe  b l ocka ge  c a u s e d  by m o s s  off t h e  roof. Had m y  d o u b t s  a s  
to  w h e t h e r  the i r  sy s tem  wou l d  d o  it. Need  n o t  have  worried,  
J a m e s  c l ea red  t h e  b l ocka ge  a n d  s h o w e d  m e  p ic tu res  of t h e  
c l ea red  p i p e  a n d  c l ean  gu t te r s .  He is a  very p l ea s an t  guy, easy 
to  talk to  a n d  I will u s e  h i m  a g a i n  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  him”…
Mervyn

“Great service by J a m e s  - h e  wa s  p u n c t u a l  & d id  a  g re a t  job. 
No m e s s  & t h e  g u t t e r s  & fascias n o w  look very clean .  T hank  
you.”... Tracey
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J      a      v      a             g      oog      l      e             p      a      g e  
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